Downtown Elkin, Inc.

Minutes

Thursday, October 13

Yadkin Valley Chamber of Commerce

Elkin, NC

Attendee's: Larry Irwin, President, Robbin King, Secretary, Cicely McCulloch, Vice President, Jeanette

Rushbrook, Treasurer, Lynne Childers, Suzanne Puckett, Teresa Ray, Laurette Leagon, Vicki Roberts,

Beth Charles, Phillip Lyles, Nathan DiBagno.

President Larry Irwin called the meeting to order at 8:30am. (he was early!!!!!)

September minutes were approved by the group.

Laurette Leagon reported that this years Pumpkin festival was a success. Crowds were great and next

year she will look into additional parking, possibly at the old Chatham lot. Overall, people did not

spend as much this year according to many of the merchants on Main Street and vendors, but the

festival was enjoyed by many people. Next year's festival will be on September 22. Thanks to Laurette

and Misty at Yadkin Valley Chamber for all the hard work! Also, Laurette thanked all volunteers.

Laurette Leagon also reported the NC Cyclists event was a great success. There were approximately

900 cyclists in Elkin for the weekend of October 1. All cyclists were given a “goody bag” containing

an Elkin ball cap, water bottle, brochures,etc. The cyclists enjoyed meals at local restaurants and

spending time at Elkin Rec Park. The shuttle buses provided by Elkin High School were also a success.

The cyclists were taken all around the Elkin/Jonesville area.Thanks to Vicki Whelan for making

banners to welcome the bikers and to all volunteers who helped with this event. The canvas bags that

were left over have been stored for future needs.

Teresa Ray reported on behalf of the Main Street Advisory Board. Some activity has taken place

towards cleaning up around the former bridge. Everyone is urged to email the DOT and ask for a more

timely cleanup. The email address is: m.pettyjohn@ncdot.gov. President, Larry Irwin suggests we ALL

email on behalf of Downtown in an effort to speed up the cleanup promised by the DOT.

Teresa also updated the group regarding the new banners for the 21 corridor for the upcoming

holidays. There will be 8 new banners. The Advisory Board has also ordered more planters to place

where the trees have been removed.

Cicely McCulloch updated the group on the Reeves Haunted House. The Haunted Reeves opened on

the day of Pumpkin Festival and was a scary success. The Haunted Reeves was also open for the NC

Cyclists, but the majority of visitors were the general public. The Haunted Reeves continues

throughout the month of October on the 22nd, 28th and 29th. The cost is $10.00. This year's theme is

Carnival Clowns. On Saturday, October 29th, the 5K Zombie Run will start downtown in front of the

Reeves Theatre at 5pm. The streets will be blocked and there will be alcohol sales in front of The

Reeves.

Vicki Roberts reported on the Christmas Parade.The parade will be held on Sunday, December 11 at

3pm. Vicki has organized all sponsers from last year and has also contacted the school bands (there

will be 5 bands). The parade will start in Jonesville and proceed through Elkin. Ronald McDonald will

be the Grand Marshall! Vicki is also hoping for a balloon.Duke Energy will help with any telephone

lines that may need attention.The number of Classic Cars will not be limited and each of the cars will

be asked to bring canned food donations for Tri C. Vicki will request MSD funds to pay for advertising

the parade. The Tribune will provide advertising at non-profit rate with free full color.

Vicki also updated the group on Christmas ornaments. John Furches has designed a clock tower with

wreath ornament. The price will be from five to seven dollars. Cicely suggests Main Street merchants

sell the ornaments or give a free ornament with purchase.

Jeanette Rushbrook, Treasurer, reported a payment to Christopher Kemp of $500.00 and a payment to

the IRS for $400.00 for the update of Downtown Elkin, Inc. non-profit status.

At this time there is $2229.44 remaining in the Downtown Elkin. Inc. Treasury.

President, Larry Irwin suggested a special meeting Thursday, October 20 to plan/discuss Downtown

Elkin Light Up Night. This meeting will be held at the Yadkin Valley Chamber conference room at

8:30am. All who wish to help plan or participate in Light Up Night are welcome. Light Up Night will

be Friday, December 2. Santa will be there as well as live music and more. Martha Smith from the

Library reports there will be a puppet show this year but no gingerbread contest. Martha will continue

to update the group regarding what additional activities will take place at the Library on Light Up

Night. Jeanette Rushbrook volunteered to arrange horse and wagon rides. More information will

follow!

Respectfully Submitted,

Robbin King

Secretary
