Downtown Elkin, Inc.

Meeting of Thursday, May 12, 2011

Sew Welcome, Elkin, NC

President Peter Cook called the meeting to order at approximately 8:00am.

Present were: Peter Cook, Robbin King, Jeff Taylor, Carol Collins, Carol McDowell, Vicki Whelan, Lynne Childress, Vicki Roberts, Ruth Hutton, Jeanette Rushbrook, Johnny Miller, Dan Whelan, Judy Wolfe, Teresa Ray, Cicely McColloch, Sherry Norman, Beth Charles, Ann Mayberry, Dave George, Suzanne Puckett, Laurette Leagon, Brent Willis.

April, 2011 minutes were approved. Motion by Jeanette Rushbrook, seconded by Cicely McColloch.

Treasurer Jeanette Rushbrook reveiwed the treasurers report with the group. If anyone needs a copy of this report please contact Jeanette at Been Framed.

Downtown Elkin guidebook is due this week or next. Robbin will distribute them to all merchants and the Chamber office and Jonesville Visitors center as soon as they are available. All extras will be stored at The Tribune. Thanks to all who contributed to this guidebook! There are six thousand copies.

Teresa Smith Ray gave the group an update on the Downtown Advisory Board activities. The Jonesville Visitors Center now houses a Kiosk for Elkin. Stop by to see the information available to visitors including Elkin business cards, maps, trails information, etc. Also, Teresa asked the group to go online and learn more about “Leaf to Vine”, a scenic byway that begins and ends in Elkin. The ribbon cutting event for the  Leaf to Vine scenic byway will be held during the “Under The Stars” event at 6pm on May 21 at the Wachovia parking lot. Former Mayor Tom Gwyn will be the guest speaker.

The new Elkin sign has been placed at the Jonesville bridge.

Thanks to all who have improved the planters on Main Street. Many other projects are under way to continue the asthetics on Main Street and nearby areas. A special thanks to Eris Ball who has decorated many Downtown windows.

Carol Collins and Jeanette Rushbrook gave the group an update on the Under The Stars event. Carol informed the group of plans to include activities for children as well as adults. The Pam Wurderman Dance Academy will preform a dance routine as well as two live bands, Porch Dog Revival and Nina. Food will be provided by Heavens Scent at the East end near Elk Pharmacy. Also, Royalls Soda Shoppe, 21 and Main and Harrys Place will be open for this event.

Ann Mayberry informed the group that Brushy Mountain Winery will be open also for the event. There will be a reception for artist Tory Casey. There will also be live music in the winery. Alcohol permits were approved for the Under the Stars event. In addition to the wine there will be beer sales.

The group discussed paying $80.00 for an extra police officer to be on duty for the Under the Stars event if Hwy. 21 is not closed.

All merchants Downtown are encouraged to stay open for Under the Stars. If merchants cannot stay opened, please leave lights on.

Downtown Elkin, Inc. was asked to approve a decision made by the Board members to provide up to but not to exceed $500.00 for the Under the Stars event. This decision was motioned by Ann Mayberry and seconded by Lynne Childers. The motion was carried.

President Peter Cook informed the group he intends to ask the Downtown Advisory Board for $6000.00 to be used for 6 different events in the coming year.

The Kevin Reece Memorial Day event has been cancelled.

Laurette Leagon, CEO Yadkin Valley Chamber of Commerce, asked to be kept informed of any possible street closing for Under the Stars. Laurette will help promote Under the Stars from the festival as much as possible.

Beth Charles updated the group regarding the July 2nd event. Beth is planning a childrens parade to begin at 10:30am. There will also be a pets parade, pony rides, live music by Porch Dog Revival, bouncy houses and a puppet show. Beth has received $820.00 in support thus far. There is a shortfall of $430.00 at this time.

Vicki Roberts updated the group regarding Elkin Christmas ornaments. Vicki brought samples of ornaments and will find out more about the exact costs. 

Johnny Miller was welcomed and shared with the group that he is managing the Main Street Cafe  located beside Been Framed on East Main. The Main Street Cafe has homestyle food including salads, burgers, breakfast, etc.

There being no more business, Peter Cook adjourned the meeting at 9:17am.

Respectfully Submitted

Robbin King

Secretary

