Downtown Elkin, Inc. 

Meeting Minutes ~ March 11, 2010

Present:  Larry Irwin, Chairman; Cicely McCulloch, Vice Chairman; Connie Song, Treasurer; Jack Mantero; Ann Mayberry; Phillip Lyles; Vicki Roberts; Robbin King; Peter Cook; Cliff Clark; Teresa Smith Ray; Vicki Whelan; Carol McDowell; Lovie Phillips; Sandra Bryant; Todd Harris; Susie Robinson; Diane Makin; Carol Collins; Laurette Leagon; Dan Whelan; Beth Charles; Amanda Lowe; Mike Wall; Nathan Howell; Joe Seiple-Parks; Lynn Childers; and Teresa Howell.

Larry called the meeting to order.  Cicely gave update on the crosswalk project stating the Town, NCDOT are ready to begin work on the crosswalk on the west side of the Market and Church Street intersections.  Downtown Elkin, Inc. voted at our last meeting to contribute $500 and several individual businesses are contributing as well (any one still wishing to contribute may give money to Cicely).  This will make it much safer for the elementary school student to walk to downtown.  

Larry introduced Beth Charles who will co-chair the Children’s Parade on July 3rd (Saturday) for Downtown Elkin, Inc.  He also introduced Cliff Clark the new editor at the Elkin Tribune.

Amanda Lowe of the NC Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Services was introduced.  She introduced her associates Mike Wall who works ½ of his time with Surry County and ½ with Yadkin and Nathan Howell who works with students at Starmount and Forbush High Schools.  There is stimulus funding available to hire part time and full time help along with tax credit of $1,600 for part employee and $2,400 for full time worker.  She would love to work with anyone needing part time or full time workers.  She may be contacted at NCDVRS 784 West Lebanon Street, Mount Airy; by email at Amanda.Lowe@ncmail.net or phone 336-789-5039 or 800-789-7884.

Robbin King of the Tribune explained they will be printing Simple Treasures paper once a month from March through October and anyone wishing to advertise needs to contact her (she will be making visits to familiarize everyone with the publication).

Connie Song gave treasurer’s report and noted there were 39 members last year, to date there are 32 paid members.  Our goal is to have 50 Downtown Elkin, Inc. members for 2010.  Group advertising is one of the big benefits for members.  Connie complimented Vicki Roberts for the very successful Christmas parade with all bills paid and payments received in a very timely fashion.  She is working to update the website with all paid member’s business information and photos updated.  Her year-end report was again balanced to the exact penny and Larry complimented Connie for her excellent record and bookkeeping.

Dan Whelan will be opening new office (Yadkin Valley Wine County, LLC) upstairs over Diana’s Bookstore.  He is working with Reeves Theater Restoration Group Events committee.  They are revamping the 4th Friday night events and changing to “Celebrate Elkin” on either Friday or Saturday nights May thru September.  Each event will be themed such as:  Taste of the Town – with foods with local restaurants setting up booths and area wines; Faith – with are church booths and gospel music; Talent with talent show featuring area entertainers; Arts & Crafts – area crafters can have booths (at no charge); Dance – featuring area dance studios and possibly a square dance; variety of music such as but not limited to jazz, blue grass, country, rhythm and blues in different areas.  There was discussion about which would be best for merchants Friday night or Saturday afternoon and evening.  Most felt it would benefit merchants best on Friday evenings.

May 21st will be the first “Celebrate Elkin” Dan received approval from the Town Commissioners to have beer and wine at this event and also on May 22nd for the Beer Fest.  He asked everyone to help promote the 1st “Celebrate Elkin” on May 21st.  At each of the events there will be 3 or 4 local wineries showcased as Elkin is the center of the wine trails.  Laurette reminded him to make sure he got the ALE permits and had an off-duty officer.  The events will be promotions for our merchants and we want them consumer oriented in order to make the cash registers ring.  The Foothills Arts Council and Yadkin Valley Craft Guild may co-op and help with activities for children as there will be an area for children’s activities at each “Celebrate Elkin” event.  It was noted they are planning another “Cruise In”.  April 24th is the “Decade Reunion” with over 150 classmates confirmed to date.  Dan Hall and Mayor Lestine Hutchens are co-chairing and have website for reunion information web address is:  elkinhighschoolreunion.com.  

Larry welcomed and introduced Carol Collins who will be opening up Willows of Elkin – home decorating shop at 150 East Market Street.  She introduced her associate Diane Makin.  Business will be opening the first of April.  

Susie Robinson was introduced.  She became the new owner of Shutterbug Photography 229 West Main Street at the beginning of this year.  They will be taking Easter photos with live bunnies beginning this weekend.

Joe Seiple-Parks was introduced.  He noted he and his wife are 1995 graduates of Elkin High School and the owners of the Rock Façade at 115 West Main Street.  His office for West Depot Architecture and Kimberley’s West Depot Creative Market firm, along with their primary residence on the upper story and retail rental spaceavailable on main level will be located here. 

Larry also welcomed BB&T’s representatives Todd Harris and Sandra Bryant and thanked Beth Charles for volunteering to co-chair the Children’s Parade.  

It was also noted the EHS Senior Play “Shop of Horrors” will be presented Saturday March 20th and Sunday March 21st (Cicely’s daughter Diana debuting).

March 17th “Fire on the Rock” with Chef Jeffery Gibbs of Twenty One and Main will be completing in Blowing Rock contest similar to “Iron Chef” please go and support Jeff and enjoy 6 course meal.

There was discussion about Hal Weatherman’s visions for Elkin.

Respectfully submitted,

Teresa Howell, Secretary 

