Downtown Elkin, Inc. 
Meeting Minutes ~ June 10, 2010

Present: Larry Irwin, Chairman; Cicely McCulloch, Vice Chairman; Ruth Hutton; Jack Mantero; Dan Whelan; David George; Robbin King; Phillip Lyles; Claire Sellars; Vicki Roberts; Peter Cook; Vicki Whelan; Beth Charles; Lynn Childers; Misty Matthews; 

Martha Smith Guests: Veronica Sellars; Dan Keiger

Cicely McCulloch, Vice Chair called the meeting to order.  Phillip Lyles made a motion 

to approve the previous minutes, seconded by David George, motion carried.

Veronica Sellars was recognized to explain her Girl Scout Gold Award Project.  She has chosen to organize clean-up of Downtown Elkin prior to the Pumpkin Festival

 (September 25th) in addition she will have a litter awareness/recycle education booth at

 the festival.  When asked how we as a group can help her – she replied “Pick up litter”.  

We appreciate her foresight and willingness to undertake downtown clean up as her

 project.

Downtown Elkin, Inc. (DTE, Inc.) received an adverting bill from the Tribune for Very Surry publication.  There was discussion including but not limited to: DTE, Inc. minutes reflected Robbin King presented advertising opportunities with On the Vine, Very Surry, and Simple Pleasures, anyone wishing to advertise could contact Robbin and she would make visits to businesses to familiarize everyone with the publications.  Page ad could be divided among individual businesses, DTE, Inc. had not voted to pay for advertising.  

There was a special called DTE, Inc. meeting to discuss Very Surry advertising 

opportunity attended only be 3 DTE, Inc members and no vote was taken.  It would not

 be fair for DTE, Inc. to subsidize those electing to advertise.  Peter noted 100,000 copies 

of Very Surry would be distributed, too late to pull the ad, volunteered for Tribune to 

absorb the cost, future ads would need signed agreements.  Advertisements should be viewed as an investment by businesses.  Very Surry advertising could replace Historic Downtown booklet.  David George mentioned he has numerous customers due to the Historic Downtown booklet.  The vice-chair apologized for not knowing exactly how to proceed to rectify this misunderstanding.  It was suggested to table the discussion until 

the July meeting allowing time for thought into this matter and time to examine the advertising budget, and at that time the Treasurer and Chairman could be in attendance.

Beth reported all is set for the Children’s parade and events for July 3rd.  She will visit 

each business to see what incentive they would like to offer for this Saturday, July 3rd.

Dan distributed “Celebrate Elkin” events schedule of events.  June 19th will the Arts & Crafts evening with Pop Ferguson – oldest blues performer in North Carolina.  Valerie Oberle and Martha Sloop are on the promotions committee along with help from Carol Williams and Lauretta Poindexter.

The Ducky Derby organized by Joe McCulloch’s Marketing Class had 200 ducks 

dumped into the water at the highway 268 bridge.  First Prize was won by Rebel Good (donating $100 back to the Reeves and $100 to the tennis court renovation project).  BD Reece won second.  Turkey Federation had numerous children in the park fishing – would be great opportunity next year to sell ducks during their contests.

Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail ribbon cutting ceremony was a success

 with over 163 boy and girl scouts cleaning trail for National Trails Day.

Phillip suggested DTE help support the Reeves “Celebrate Elkin” events as they are replacing our previous year’s Fourth Friday events.  We will see if DTE, Inc. funds were budgeted for Fourth Fridays as we need to help sponsor an event.

Dan Keiger was recognized.  He told everyone downtown has been important to him 

since he came here in 1978.  He is running for Surry County Sheriffs office with the platform to focus on removing gangs and drugs from our county and asked for vote so the Elkin side of the county will have representation.

Martha distributed flyers for the library’s summer events – theme will be water.  There 

will be 4 adult programs “Water your Mind”, programs for 12-18 year olds “Make 

Waves”, school age “Make a Splash – Read”. Christmas in July will feature 10 trees that will help to raise funds for Friends of the library.

Monday at the Town Board meeting citizen’s interested in saving the bridge will request Commissioners help.  The bridge was closed to traffic approximately 5 years ago.  After 

last months meeting Carol Williams and Dan Whelan wrote letters to the editor 

requesting the bridge be saved.

Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted, 

Teresa Howell, Secretary

